
    

 

 

 

 

Weekly Newsletter – Friday, October 30, 2009 

 

GICS SPAGHETTI DINNER THANK YOU! 
Thank you for coming to our Annual Spaghetti Dinner! Special thinks to Jenny Grams and 

all the parent/staff/student volunteers that helped make this event a success! We raised 

about $1,000! Thank you to the Green Isle Legion for their $500 donation! Thank you 

Roger and Holly Harjes for our special balloon visitor! The kids loved this attraction! The 

County Cork students made over $200 at their Bake Sale to help with their Audubon trip. 
Proceeds from the Spaghetti Dinner will help purchase Classroom Guided Reading books for the 

students. 
 

FALL HARVEST PARTIES 
FUN, FUN, FUN! Today GICS celebrated fall 

with classroom parties and a costume parade. 

Thank you, parents, for helping out and 

attending the parade! Most importantly, a big 

‘THANK YOU’ in helping your child find a 

‘friendly’ costume to wear today. What a great 

memory! 
 

MAP TESTING 
Students in grades K-2 will complete the Fall NWEA (Northwest Evaluation Association) Pri-MAP (Primary 

Measures of Academic Progress) Assessment next week. The test is given on the computer. When students take 

the adaptive tests on the computer, they are presented with test questions at different levels of difficulty, that 

adjust based on their responses. At the end of a testing sequence, the student receives an overall score, called 

RIT score that indicates the instructional level appropriate for him or her. Be sure to help your child get a good 

night’s rest and eat a healthy breakfast. Results will be available for families at November Conferences. 
 

VETERAN’S DAY PROGRAM  
On Wednesday, November 11th at 1:15pm we will honor our veterans at a Veteran’s 

Day Program in the GICS gym. There will be a program and our students will sing a couple 

of selections. The public is invited. Please join us in honoring our veterans! 
 

HELP WANTED!  
We are looking for volunteers to assist with our hot lunch 

program. Duties include serving food and kitchen clean up. 

Time commitment is from 12-1:30pm. If you can assist on any week day, or know of 

someone who may be able to help, please contact the office. Thank you for your 

consideration. 

 

Elementary School Student Stories – Read what kids 
have to say about Responsive Classroom 
Take a Break Helps Students Calm Down 3rd/4th grade 
students, New City School, Minneapolis MN 
Take a Break is important in our classroom. When we do 

something that isn’t responsible or if we get angry, we can take a break and calm down. While taking a break we think about 
something peaceful. We also think about what we did, so we can rejoin the class and not be silly. We think that Take a Break 
helps us; it helps everyone in the class be responsible and focused. 
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How Problem Solving Meetings Work By Kieran, 1st grade, Barton Open School, Minneapolis MN 
At problem solving meetings it feels good to solve problems in a group. We tell what the problem is, and we come up with 
ideas for solving the problem. People hold their hands up and say how to solve the problem. If we try somebody’s idea and it 
doesn’t solve the problem, we keep trying others until the problem is solved. 
 

Conflict Resolution Feels Good! By 3rd/4th grade students, New City School, Minneapolis MN 
Conflict resolution is a way to resolve problems peacefully and effectively. Resolving conflicts feels better than bot¬tling up 
your anger. For example, using an “I statement” is a great way to tell a person how you feel about what he or she did. This 
helps you express your feelings. Listening to the other person helps you understand the problem. The solution to a problem 
should be a compromise and one that you both agree on and is good for both of you. Conflict resolution helps us, because it 
takes away our anger and frustration and makes us feel better about the person we had a conflict with. 

 
A Day Without Morning Meeting Just Isn’t as Good!By Sophia,1st grade, Barton Open School, Minneapolis MN 
If I don’t have Morning Meeting, the day is rough for me. It helps me know what day and what time it is. I like sharing a lot 
and I hardly ever do it. It feels good to sit criss-cross applesauce. I like the games, too, especially Screaming Eyes. I love 
Morning Meeting, and I hope you like it, too! 

 

GICS CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
NOVEMBER 2009  

Monday, November 2 – Friday, November 6 NWEA MAP Testing – Grades K-2 

Wednesday, November 11 Veteran’s Day Program – GICS gym – 1:15pm 

Friday, November 13 End of Trimester 1 

Thursday, November 19 Cookie Dough Pick-up 

Thursday, November 19 GICS Board Meeting – 5:30-6:30pm 

Thursday, November 19 Family Fun Night – Rollerblading/Dancing – 6:30-8pm 

Friday, November 20 NO SCHOOL/Teacher Work Day 

Monday, November 23 Report Cards Sent Home 

Monday, November 23 Evening Conferences 3:30-8:00pm 

Tuesday, November 24 Evening Conferences 3:30-8:00pm 

Wednesday, November 25-Friday, November 27 NO SCHOOL/Thanksgiving Break 

  

DECEMBER 2009  

Wednesday, December 2 Early Release – 1pm 

Thursday, December 10 Winter Program – 7pm 

Friday, December 11 Happy Birthday, Mr. James Alcorn! 

Thursday, December 17 VOA Sponsor Visit to GICS 

Thursday, December 17 GICS Board Meeting – 5:30pm 

Monday, December 21 Field Trip – Old Log Theatre 
Wednesday, December 23- Thursday, December 31 NO SCHOOL – Winter Break 

JANUARY 2010  

Friday, January 1 NO SCHOOL – Winter Break 

Monday, January 4 School Resumes 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

* GREEN ISLE COMMUNITY SCHOOL STAFF * 
Administrative Assistant  Jo Liebhard 

Director  Kirsten Kinzler 

Kindergarten  Terry Kroehler 

Grades 1-3 - Meath  Julie Grams 

Grades 1-3 - Meath  Kristy Konopacki 

Grades 4-6 – County Cork  James Alcorn 

Grades 4-6 – County Cork  Jennifer Faber 

Reading/Math/Phy-ed Teacher   Kristen Strauss 

Special Education  Kristine Schwartz 

Library/School Volunteer  Mary Kay Donnay 

Library  Holly Harjes 

Extended Day  Ida Dissette 

Preschool  Ann Czarnecki 

Paraprofessional  Ashley Reetz 

Business Manager  Keith Johnson 

   

Mission: Green Isle Community School will foster a positive and respectful multiage environment that promotes 

educational excellence, service learning, community connections, and responsible citizenship. 

 
PLEASE SAVE: 

 
Campbell’s Labels 

Boxtops for 
Education 

Kemps Milk Lids 
Our Family UPC’s 

Ink Cartridges 
Drop off at the  
school office! 

Extended Day 

Hours 

Grades K-6 

6:30am – 8:15am. 

3:00pm – 6:00pm 

Come Join Us! 


