
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Newsletter – Friday, October 2, 2009 

 

WHISTLE STOP TOUR  
The 95-mile train route with scheduled stops at all 

sixteen cities served by the railroad made its stop in 

Green Isle on Tuesday. All of the students at GICS 

attended the event. The purpose for the three day 

tour is to raise awareness about the need to upgrade 

the tracks and help spur economic development along 

and around the short line railroad. James J. Hill, the 

father of railroads in Minnesota spoke about the rich 

history of the railroad and rail safety information was 

provided.  
  

COOKIE DOUGH FUNDRAISER KICK-OFF 
We had our Cookie Dough Fundraiser Kick-off on Tuesday, September 28th. Fundraiser 

materials should have come home with your child. Sale ends before the MEA Break and 

products will be available for pick-up before the Thanksgiving Break. As a side note, we have 

had some folks tell us that they really don’t want to order what we are selling, but would 

rather just make a donation. This is totally acceptable and actually a great idea as 100% of 

that donation goes directly to the school (verses 40% when we sell items). Fundraiser proceeds will go to our 

Elder’s residency and field trip costs and the 5th & 6th graders can put their proceeds toward their Audubon 

Camping Experience in February. Thanks for supporting our 

fundraising efforts!  

 

VISITORS FROM JAPAN  
Green Isle Community School was host to a group of visitors from 

Japan. EdVisions Schools (Henderson, MN) has had an ongoing 

relationship with this group in Japan for years. This group is very 

eager to learn new and innovative methods of teaching and 

experience some of the many differences of US education. The 

group totaled 16 people which included an interpreter, college 

students, professors, teachers, administrators and individuals from 

business vested in the future worker. They had many questions for 

the students and were very excited to be at our school! 

 

 
 

The EWCS DVD’s are in from our May 2009 celebration and are available for families and were handed out. If you 

did not receive a DVD yet, you may pick up in the office or let us know and we’ll send it home with your child. What 

a wonderful tribute to our elders. PLANNING AHEAD: We are looking for 4 elders to celebrate at our May 2010 

Elders’ Wisdom, Children’s Song Celebration. If you know of an elder that would be willing and available to tell us 

their story, please let us know. Interviews will be conducted in February. (By the way, we consider anyone older 

than the students to be an elder!) 
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MORNING MEETING 
We say that this is a place where courtesy and warmth 
and safety reign – a place of respect for all. Morning 
Meeting helps create a climate of trust and is a lot of 
fun! Purposes of Morning Meeting: 1) Morning 
Meeting sets the tone for respectful learning and establishes a climate of trust. 2) The tone and climate of Morning Meeting extend 
beyond the Meeting. 3) Morning Meeting motivates children by addressing two human needs; the need to feel a sense of 
significance and belonging and the need to have fun. 4) The repetition of many ordinary moments of respectful interaction in 
Morning Meeting enables some extraordinary moments. 5) Morning Meeting merges social, emotional, and intellectual learning. 
The way we begin each day in our classroom sets the tone for learning and speaks volumes about what and whom we value, about 
our expectations of the way we treat each other, and about the way we believe learning occurs. Morning Meeting is not an add-on 
to the school day or something extra to make time for, but rather an integral part of the day’s planning and curriculum.  
 

ABSENT/TARDY/SICK CHILDREN  
If your child will not be in school or if you are running late, please call the office by 9:00am. Students that are 

tardy are missing an important part of their day – Morning Meeting. It is important to get your children to school 

on time. Refer to the Student Handbook for further information. Thanks for your cooperation! 
 

GICS CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
SEPTEMBER 2009  

Tuesday, September 28 Cookie Dough Fundraiser Kick-off 

Tuesday, September 28 Whistle Stop Tour – 10:35-10:55am 

Wednesday, September 29 Japanese Visitors & EdVisions, Inc. 

  

OCTOBER 2009  

Monday, October 5 – Friday, October 9 Fire Prevention Week 

Tuesday, October 6 – Friday, October 9 NWEA MAP Testing 

Monday, October 12 Elder’s Coffee – 11:30-12:50pm - Meath - JG 

Monday, October 12 – Wednesday, October 14 NWEA MAP Make-up Testing 

Wednesday, October 14 Happy Birthday, Ms. Strauss! 

Thursday, October 15 – Friday, October 16 NO SCHOOL - Teacher Professional Days 

Thursday, October 22 GICS Board Meeting – 5:30pm * Note Date Change due to No School 

Thursday, October 22 CVN – Community Volunteer Network Meeting – 7pm * Note Date Change due to No School 

Friday, October 23 Happy Birthday, Ms. Schwartz! 

Wednesday, October 28 Early Dismissal – 1pm  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

* GREEN ISLE COMMUNITY SCHOOL STAFF * 
Administrative Assistant  Jo Liebhard 

Director  Kirsten Kinzler 

Kindergarten  Terry Kroehler 

Grades 1-3 - Meath  Julie Grams 

Grades 1-3 - Meath  Kristy Konopacki 

Grades 4-6 – County Cork  James Alcorn 

Grades 4-6 – County Cork  Jennifer Faber 
Reading/Math/Phy-ed Teacher   Kristen Strauss 

Special Education  Kristine Schwartz 

Library/School Volunteer  Mary Kay Donnay 

Library  Holly Harjes 

Extended Day  Ida Dissette 

Preschool  Ann Czarnecki 

Paraprofessional  Ashley Reetz 

Business Manager  Keith Johnson 

   

Mission: Green Isle Community School will foster a positive and respectful multiage environment that promotes 
educational excellence, service learning, community connections, and responsible citizenship. 

 
PLEASE SAVE:  

 
Campbellõs Labels 

Boxtops for 
Education  

Kemps Milk Lids  
Our Family UPCõs 

Ink Cartridges  
Drop off at the  
school office!  

Extended Day 

Hours 

Grades K-6 

6:00am – 8:15am. 

3:00pm – 6:00pm 

Come Join Us! 

 


